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A New Method of Ranking Batsmen 
Now, if you’re anything like me, and you must be something like me if you’re 
reading this book, you love rankings. I think rankings are the greatest things 
in the sports stats world. They can offer you interesting statistics (at the time 
of writing, Serbian tennis legend Novak Djokovic has almost beaten Rafael 
Nadal into sixth on the list of most weeks at #1), comparisons between teams 
(Algeria is ranked just behind England in the FIFA World Rankings) and a 
variety of surprises (the Cape Verde Islands are currently ranked higher than 
Nigeria).  
 
So, you might be paying attention to the ICC Batsmen Rankings. This 
rankings, as made by the ICC, show you who the best players in the world are 
for each form of the game. I’ve started to come up with my own system for 
this, as you can see later. 
 



Twenty20 

Twenty20 is a very exciting form of the game. If you went down to my U12s 
cricket club last season, you’d have to agree. They would spent as much time 
as they could trying to reverse sweep and ramp shot balls1, until our coach told 
them to stop doing it.  
 
The ICC has created a ranking system to work out the best T20 batsmen. As of 
March 2015, Virat Kohli has a rating of 897, making him the best ranked 
player in the world, followed by Aaron Finch and Alex Hales. I disagree with 
the ICC on this, as well as the decision to limit the 2019 World Cup to 10 
teams. So, I tried to come up with a new ranking system. Firstly, here’s the 
ICC’s 10 best-ranked T20 players. 
 

1. Virat Kohli (India), 897 
2. Aaron Finch (Australia), 870 
3. Alex Hales (England), 866 
4. Faf du Plessis (South Africa), 795 
5. Brendon McCullum (New Zealand), 751 
6. Chris Gayle (West Indies), 732 
7. Kusal Perera (Sri Lanka), 7072 
8. Suresh Raina (India), 677 
9. David Warner (Australia), 662 
10. Yuvraj Singh (India), 657 

 
I decided that I would come up with a different ranking system for the players, 
and see how it differs from the ICC’s rating. My system works like this… 

1. Take the number of runs a player has scored in their past five innings. 
2. Take the player’s strike rate over those five innings. 
3. Divide by 100. 
4. Multiply the two numbers you have together. 
5. Add together the total ICC T20 team ranking of the teams the player 

has faced. 
6. Take the square root of that. 
7. Divide the previous number by this new one, and that is your ranking. 

 
In case that sounds like native Hiatian to you, I’ll use Virat Kohli to explain. In 
Virat’s past five innings, he has scored 57* against Bangladesh, 23 against 
Australia, 72* against South Africa, 77 against Sri Lanka and 66 against 
England, for a total of 295 runs. This is very good for Virat. 
 
In scoring those, he faced 215 balls, for a strike rate of 137. Dividing this by 
100 turns this to 1.37. That is also a very good strike rate. Multiplying those 
numbers together, we get 404. 
 
Now, we need to know the ranking of the team he played. This rewards you for 
playing well against good teams. Overall, they were rated 10th, 4th, 5th, 1st and 
8th. This provides us with a total of 28, the square root of which is roughly 5.3. 

                                                 
1 Unfortunately, this meant there was a disproportional amount of them who said Glenn Maxwell was Australia’s best 
player. He’s not. 
2 I like that the top seven people on this list are all from different countries. 



 
For the final step, dividing 404 by 5.3 gets us 76.22, which is Virat’s rating. 
 
I then went on the compare the other nine members of the top 10, and seeing 
how the ratings differed. Here’s the results.3 
 

1. Hales, 97.33 (up 2) 
2. Gayle, 85.71 (up 4) 
3. du Plessis, 80 (up 1) 
4. Kohli, 76.22 (down 3) 
5. Finch, 43.77 (down 3) 
6. Warner, 38.20 (up 3) 
7. McCullum, 29.85 (down 2) 
8. Singh, 22.27 (up 2) 
9. Raina, 22.08 (down 1) 
10. Perera, 15 (down 3) 

 
Right off the bat, we can see one major difference in the rankings systems. The 
ICC’s is based on an entire career, while mine is only based on the last five 
matches.  
 
Although, this does make for some interesting observations. If you look at the 
top three of Alex Hales, Chris Gayle, and Faf du Plessis, you’ll notice one 
thing: they are all very attacking players. These guys get a strike rate bonus of 
more than 50% in the original stage, which leads to a massive boost in their 
score. 
 
Oh, and just as a minor addition, I thought I’d approximate my own score 
from my U12s career. I’ve played a total of four T20s in my career, and I’ve 
scored 0, 0, 3* and 0. I faced something like 50 balls in total, which leads to a 
score of 0.18, without taking into account the skill level of the opposition. 
 
You’re welcome. 
 

One-Day Internationals 

Now that we’ve ranked T20s, it seems like it would make sense to do ODIs. I 
actually wrote the T20 thing during the 2015 World Cup4, so I waited until 
after the cricket was over to do this. The ICC’s ranking, post World-Cup, is 
this: 
 

1. AB de Villiers (South Africa), 902 
2. Kumar Sangakarra (Sri Lanka), 860 
3. Hashim Amla (South Africa, 828 
4. Virat Kohli (India), 822 
5. Tillikaratne Dilshan (Sri Lanka), 793 

                                                 
3 This doesn’t mean these players are the best overall in my ranking system. I only measured the top ten and 
compared them. 
4 A clarification, for the rest of the book: any thing mentioned as the World Cup is cricket, unless specifically 
mentioned otherwise, e.g. the 2015 World Cup is cricket, whilst the 2014 FIFA World Cup is soccer. 



6. Shikhar Dhawan (India), 7565 
7. Kane Williamson (New Zealand), 733 
8. MS Dhoni (India), 731 
9. Glenn Maxwell (Australia), 720 
10. George Bailey (Australia), 697 

 
And under my system, it becomes this… 

1. de Villiers, 106.75 (equal) 
2. Maxwell, 86.62 (up 7) 
3. Sangakarra, 86.44 (down 1) 
4. Dilshan, 66.32 (up 1) 
5. Amla, 42.02 (down 2) 
6. Dhoni, 35.55 (up 2) 
7. Dhawan, 27.47 (down 1) 
8. Kohli, 15.42 (down 4) 
9. Williamson, 10.07 (down 2) 
10. Bailey, 9.34 (equal) 

 
As if we needed anymore, statistical proof that AB de Villiers is amazing. 
Although, if I showed this to any of the guys at the previously mentioned 
cricket club, they wouldn’t shut up about Glenn Maxwell.6 

Test Cricket 

***NOTE: As of now (May 27, 2015), not finished*** 
Well, the Intelligent CRIcket Batsman Ranking Algorithm, or ICRIBRA, has so 
far analysed the best T20 and ODI players. But the traditional form of the 
game, Test cricket, remains unplumbed. To do this, though, we have to change 
the algorithm a bit. I’m considering a previously ignored7 part when it comes 
to cricket statistics: Team Score While At Crease, or TSWAC. To explain, 
suppose Steve Smith comes to the crease with Australia at 1-100. If he scores 
100, and leaves at 3-300, Smith’s TSWAC is 200. So, the new algorithm is 
this: 
 

1. Take the number of runs a player has scored in their past five matches. 
2. Take the player’s total TSWAC for those five matches. 
3. Halve it. 
4. Add the two numbers you have together. 
5. Add together the total ICC Test team ranking of the teams the player 

has faced. 
6. Take the square root of that. 
7. Divide the previous number by this new one, and that is your ranking. 

 
This will lead to much larger ranking points than the other methods, however. 
The current ranking is… 

1. Kumar Sangakarra (Sri Lanka) 
2. AB de Villiers (South Africa) 
3. Hashim Amla (South Africa) 

                                                 
5 Not such a good mix here, though. 
6 Some might even say he’s better than AB de Villiers. 
7 Well, as far as I know, but I’m too lazy to check. 



4. Steve Smith (Australia) 
5. Joe Root (England) 
6. AD Matthews (Sri Lanka) 
7. Kane Williamson (New Zealand) 
8. Younus Khan (Pakistan) 
9. David Warner (Australia) 
10. Misbah-ul-Haq (Pakistan) 

 
Using the (new and improved!) formula, we can rank these as: 

1. Sangakarra, 278.07 
2. de Villiers, 109.22 

 
After all this, the most obvious question is: what about the bowlers?! Find out 
later in the book. 

Does The English Cricket Team Affect 
The English Soccer Team? 

In 2013-14 in Australia, the English cricket team lost the Ashes 5-0. The 
caning started on Day 2 of the Gabba Test, when the team lost six wickets in 
nine runs, and it kept going for the entire series. This result caused much 
jubilation amongst the Australian8 supporters, and a lot of soul-searching and 
wondering whether there were more dark days to come by the English team. 
Since then, they’ve lost to the Netherlands, beaten India in a Test Series, made 
the final of a triangular tournament in Australia, and gone home before the 
knockout stage in the 2015 World Cup, much to the jubilation of Dennis 
Freedman of the brilliant website dennisdoescricket.com/ and everyone else 
in Australia. 
 
If English sports fans thought they could rely on their soccer team to bail them 
out of misery at the 2014 FIFA World Cup in Brazil, they were wrong on that 
note as well. The Three Lions went home winless as well. In the first game 
against Italy, they lost 2-1, and then again lost 2-1 to Uruguay. They then drew 
0-0 with Costa Rica, who’d already topped the group, so they weren’t really 
trying. 
 
This led me to an interesting idea. When the English cricket team is pathetic, 
does it make the English soccer team pathetic, or vice versa? To do this, I used 
the Wikipedia page for the soccer team’s results and ESPN Cricinfo for the 
cricket results. The data is since 1980. A graph is here. 

                                                 
8 And Irish. 
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One of the first things you notice is that there’s no correlation whatsoever. 
Just because the cricket team is crap doesn’t mean the soccer team will be. A 
second thing is, ‘Wow, the soccer team is better than we thought!’ In around 
80% of the years, the soccer team did better than the cricket team. This is 
more surprising than it should be. England is currently ranked 17th in the FIFA 
World Rankings, and in the amazing book ‘Soccernomics’, Simon Kuper and 
Stefan Szymanski show that the English soccer team actually overachieves on 
the international stage. 
 
At the moment, the soccer team’s won over two-third of their matches every 
year since 2008, while the cricket is team is at its lowest point since 1998. 
Either way, I wish both teams don’t let their fans down too much. 

The All-Time Minnow World Champion 
I love minnows. I love seeing the teams that no-one expects do well. One of my 
favourite moments of the 2015 World Cup was seeing Afghanistan conquer 
Scotland in the last over. It was a glorious moment. Unfortunately, the ICC 
doesn’t. More on that later in the book. 
 
So, I decided that it would be good establishing a record of the all-time 
minnow world champion. This includes the ODI and T20I records of all sides 
who don’t have test status, as well as Sri Lanka, Zimbabwe, and Bangladesh 
before they reached Test status. The results are here. 
 

1. Papua New Guinea, 100%* 
2. Ireland, 52.26% 
3. Nepal, 50%* 
4. Afghanistan, 48.68% 
5. Netherlands, 43.33% 
6. Scotland, 34.76% 
7. Kenya, 29.78% 
8. Sri Lanka (to 1982), 28.57% 
9. Canada, 23.44% 
10. United Arab Emirates, 18.52% 
11. Bermuda, 18.42% 



12. Hong Kong, 16.67% 
13. Zimbabwe (to 1992), 10% 
14. Bangladesh (to 2000), 7.32% 
15. East Africa, 0%* 
16. Namibia, 0% 
17. United States of America, 0%* 

*have played less than five games at international level 
 
This table pleads a compelling case for associate teams. The fact that five 
associate teams have better records than Sri Lanka did before becoming a 
Test side surely gives the ICC reason to expand the Test game. In fact, Ireland 
has a better winning rate than New Zealand! I guess it should come as no 
surprise to learn that Ireland wants to play Test cricket. The ICC should allow 
all of these teams the ability to play Test level matches, in order to increase the 
overall growth of the game. After all, it worked for FIFA. 
 

Players Who’ve Scored at the Same 
Ground in Both AFL and Cricket 

Firstly, I’d like to issue a warning: 
 

***WARNING*** 
THE FOLLOWING WILL PROBABLY NOT MAKE ANY SENSE TO YOU IF 

YOU ARE READING THIS OUTSIDE OF AUSTRALIA. 
 

Ok, that sorts it out. Australian Rules Football is the most popular sport in 
Australia, and the most popular league is the Australian Football League. Like 
cricket, it’s one of my favourite sports9, but what some people might not know 
is that it was invented to keep cricketers fit during winter. Strap yourself in, 
this is a brief history of Aussie Rules. 
 
In the 1850s, cricket was a rather popular sport in Australia, and one of the 
best bowlers was a chap named Thomas Wentworth Wills. According to 
CricketArchive (www.cricketarchive.com/), during his career he took 130 
wickets at an average of 10.09 and an economy of 1.94, which makes him 
unbelievable. In fact, one of the only ones who comes close is George 
Lohmann.10 In 1858, he wrote a letter to the magazine Bell’s Life in Victoria, 
which basically said, “To stop cricketers getting unfit, we should invent a new 
game of football.”11 This was what would become Aussie Rules. The game 
became extremely popular very quickly, with the formation of the VFA in 
1877. In 1897, a new league, the Victorian Football League, broke away, and 

                                                 
9 Hint, hint. 
10 George Lohmann, in his first class career, took 1,841 wickets in 293 matches at 13.73 with an economy of 2.11…in 
the space of 13 years. His test career is even better, if that can be believed: 112 wickets in 18 matches, with an average 
of 10.75 and an economy of 1.88. 
11 Well, it actually said this: 
“Sir, – Now that cricket has been put aside for some few months to come, and cricketers have assumed somewhat of 
the chrysalis nature (for a time only 'tis true), but at length again will burst forth in all their varied hues, rather 
than allow this state of torpor to creep over them, and stifle their new supple limbs, why can they not, I say, form a 

foot-ball club, and form a committee of three or more to draw up a code of laws?” 
This is only part of the letter. You can find the whole text here. 

http://www.cricketarchive.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Origins_of_Australian_rules_football#Tom_Wills.27_letter


that is what is now the AFL. Sadly, its creator wasn’t able to see its success. He 
moved to Heidelberg with his wife, became a serious alcoholic, went a bit 
delirious, got sent to the Melbourne Hospital by his wife, escaped, and 
committed suicide by stabbing a pair of scissors into his heart. 
 
Nonetheless, since football was invented because of cricket, players would 
invariably play football in the winter and cricket in the summer. In fact, that’s 
what me and thousands of other young sportspeople do. So, invariably, they 
would score in both games. Presented is a list: 
 

 Warwick Armstrong (2 goals, 918 runs at the MCG) 

 Laurie Nash (40 goals, 30 runs at the MCG) 

 Harry Graham (2 goals, 16 runs at the MCG) 

 Albert Hartkopf (16 goals, 80 runs at the MCG) 

 Jimmy Matthews (3 goals, 13 runs at the MCG) 

 Simon O’Donnell (1 goal 2 behinds, 359 runs at the MCG) 

 Max Walker (10 goals 8 behinds, 132 runs at the MCG 
 
A funny story about someone, who agonisingly missed out on this, was Roy 
Park. The University spearhead kicked 111 goals in 44 games, not bad for 
someone whose team didn’t win a game in the time he was there. He was a 
very good cricket player, too, so he earned a Test call up. In his first innings 
against England, batting at number 3, he was out first ball. And, even worse, 
his wife had dropped her knitting in the stands and bent down to get it at the 
exact moment he was bowled! 
 
And, while not strictly what this book is about, credit goes to Mike Pyke. The 
Canadian played international rugby union from 2004-2008, and scored an 
unbelievable try against the All Blacks in Wellington in 2007. Then, in 2013, 
kitted out in a Sydney Swans jumper, scores a point…at the same venue! 
Awesome. 

Random Cricketing Statistics, Part 1 
Throughout the book, I’ll be spouting random interesting cricket statistics. 
Here’s Part 1! 

1. If Ishant Sharma drops a catch, get the popcorn ready. You’ll be in for a 
massive score. At Edgbaston in 2011, Ishant dropped Alastair Cook, 
who went on to score 294.12 A year later in Sydney, he dropped Clarke, 
who went on to score the best innings by an Aussie I can remember, 
with 329*. And in 2014 in Wellington, Ishant dropped Brendon 
McCullum, who (stop me if you’ve heard this one) went on to make a 
triple century. 

2. Shaminda Eranga, the Sri Lankan spinner, took his first wicket in his 
first over of his first match…in all three formats! This has got to be 
something like the bowling equivalent of the Single-Double-Triple. In 
order, they are:  
ODI debut, 16 August 2011, Sri Lanka v Australia: BJ Haddin, b Eranga 

                                                 
12 England wishes he could do this again. 



5. 
Test debut, 16 September 2011, Sri Lanka v Australia: SR Watson, c 
Dilshan b Eranga, 8.13 
T20I debut, 7 August 2012, Sri Lanka v India: G Gambhir, b Eranga, 6. 

3. July 19, 1952 was a good day for fans who wanted to see wickets. 
England scored 347 and then declared in the first innings, partway 
through Day 3. Then, India collapsed dismally, scoring a total of 58 and 
going all out in 22 overs, with Freddy Trueman picking up 8. England 
sent them in again, and they did marginally better this time, scoring 82 
in 36 overs. The were the first side to be all out twice in one day. And 
for the record, captain Vijay Hazare was probably the only player to do 
any good. He scored 16 in both innings, which is more than five of the 
other Indian players got put together. 

4. Saeed Ajmal has never gotten a man of the match award in a ODI, 
despite playing in 113 of them. This despite the fact he’s taken 5 wickets 
twice and 4 six times. 

5. Michael Holding has bowled 5,473 deliveries in ODIs without a single 
wide. 

6. The difference between the age of the oldest Test debut and the 
youngest Test debut is 34 years and 217 days. This is the exact age 
English keeper Jack Russell was when he played his last match. 

7. The 1st test between South Africa and India in December 2013 was the 
first time two wicketkeepers had bowled in the one match. AB de 
Villiers had figures of 1-0-5-0, while MS Dhoni performed better with 
2-0-4-0. 

8. Don Bradman hit the grand total of six sixes in his entire career. Four 
of them were on the same tour to England in 1934. 

9. A total of 79 players have scored 99 runs in an innings. 9 of them (Mike 
Atherton, Greg Blewett, Geoff Boycott, Sourav Ganguly, Simon Katich, 
Richie Richardson, Saleem Malik, Mike Smith, and John Wright) have 
had it happen to them twice. 

10. The Asia Cup 2014 had what was probably the strangest bowling 
analysis of all time. Abdur Rehman bowled three consecutive beamers 
and, as are the rules, was ejected from the game. His final figures were 
0 overs, 0 maidens, 8 runs, 0 wickets. 

11. For people like me, the best bowling figures of all time could be those of 
George Geary in Sydney in 1928. His figures were 31.4-11-55-2, which is 
very close to 3.141592. 

 
The next section of this can be found here. 

How Do Cricketer’s Salaries Stack Up? 
As I wrote this, I was playing the game AdVenture Capitalist! on my iPad, 
where you can earn truly ridiculous amounts of money relatively easily. That 
did get me wondering on how much cricketers earn. I used some research 
made my Sourav Das of sporteology.com, which is a pretty good website, in 
March 2015. The top ten is: 

                                                 
13 This was actually his first ball at Test level. 



1. MS Dhoni (India), $26,500,000 (India, Chennai Super Kings, 
sponsored by Reebok, PepsiCo, Sony, Lays, Boost, Exide, TVS, Dabur, 
Titan, Gulf Oil) 

2. Sachin Tendulkar (India), $18,600,000 (India, Mumbai Indians, 
sponsored by Adidas, Coca-Cola, Castrol, Jaypee Cement, Toshiba, 
Aviva Insurance, Luminous, Rbs Banking) 

3. Gautam Gambhir (India), $7,300,000 (India, Kolkata Knight Riders, 
sponsored by Reebok, Red Bull, Hero Honda, MRF, BHPC, Lays, Royal 
Stag) 

4. Virat Kohli (India), $7,100,000 (India, Royal Challengers Bangalore, 
sponsored by Nike, PepsiCo, Toyota, Karbonn Mobiles, TVs, Cinthol, 
Nestle) 

5. Virender Sehwag (India), $6,900,000 (India, Dehli Daredevils, 
sponsored by Fila, Hero Honda, Royal Challenge, Jaypee Cement) 

6. Shane Watson (Australia), $5,900,000 (Australia, Rajasthan Royals, 
Gunn & Moore, Asics, TAG Heuer) 

7. Michael Clarke (Australia), $4,900,000 (Australia, Pune Warriors, 
sponsored by Spartan Sports, Gillette, Bonds) 

8. Brett Lee (Australia), $4,800,000 (Australia, Kolkata Knight Riders, 
sponsored by Reebok, Gatorade, Vodafone 

9. Ricky Ponting (Australia), $4,100,000 (Australia, Mumbai Indians, 
sponsored by Kookaburra, Valvoline, Rexona) 

10. Yusuf Pathan (India), $3,700,000 (India, Kolkata Knight Riders, 
sponsored by PepsiCo, Tata Indicom) 

 
A few things can be noted. Most obviously is that they all play for India or 
Australia, and that all of them play in the Indian Premier League. That makes 
sense, after all, India is a nation of a billion cricket-mad people who will pay 
lots of money to get a glimpse of international cricketers, even if they’ve 
retired from the international game. 
 
All of this is well and good, but the real purpose of this exercise was to 
compare cricket players with other international earners. This could also be 
used to establish the sports with the highest upper bound on earnings. Here’s 
how it shows up: 

1. Boxing. Floyd Mayweather (United States), $105,000,000. 
2. Soccer. Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal), $80,000,000. 
3. Basketball. LeBron James (United States), $72,300,000. 
4. Golf. Tiger Woods (United States), $61,200,000. 
5. Tennis. Roger Federer (Switzerland), $56,200,000. 
6. American football. Matt Ryan14 (United States), $43,800,000. 
7. Formula 1. Lewis Hamilton (United Kingdom), $32,000,000. 
8. CRICKET. MS DHONI (INDIA), $30,000,000. 
9. NASCAR. Dale Earnhardt, Jr. (United States), $25,900,000. 
10. Baseball. Cliff Lee (United States), $25,300,000. 
11. Women’s sport. Maria Sharapova (Russia, tennis), $24,400,000. 
12. Track and field. Usain Bolt (Jamaica), $23,200,000. 
13. Australian. Adam Scott (golf), $17,700,000. 

                                                 
14 Not to be confused with the Australian soccer goalkeeper Mat Ryan. 



First of all, kudos to Sharapova. The fact that she earns more than Usain Bolt 
is truly unbelievable. Out of these sports, it seems that cricket is in the lower 
half of the middle. To put it in Cricket World Cup clubs, they are Bangladesh 
to boxing’s Australia. 
 
But, I guess the amount you earn is vastly contributed to by where you play 
and where you’re from. The United States has the tenth highest GDP per 
capita in the world, and Federer’s Switzerland is even better, coming in eighth. 
Spain, where Ronaldo plays for Real Madrid, is ranked 30th, and his native 
Portugal is 38th. Hamilton’s UK comes in 24th, Russia, Sharapova’s mainland, 
is 43rd, and Scott’s (and mine) Australia is 19th. Jamaica is the exception, 
ranked 103rd, despite all of the sponsorship money Usain Bolt is earning them. 
India is ranked at a low value of 124th, but, to be honest, that’s not really much 
of a surprise, considering the millions of people living in slums around the 
country. Although India should be glad they’re not on a level with the Central 
African Republic, with just $604 per person in 2013. 
 
Keep in mind, however, that we should differentiate between athletes who 
earn lots of money from their performance on the track, field, or court, and 
those who earn lots of money from sponsorship. Here are the separate lists, 
first for salary/winnings: 

1. Boxing. Floyd Mayweather (United States), $105,000,000 (100% of 
total earnings) 

2. Soccer. Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal), $52,000,000 (65% of total 
earnings) 

3. American football. Matt Ryan (United States), $42,000,000 (95.9% 
of total earnings) 

4. Basketball. Kobe Bryant (United States), $30,500,000 (49.6% of 
total earnings) 

5. Formula 1. Lewis Hamilton (United Kingdom), $29,000,000 (90.6% 
of total earnings) 

Cricket came in at twelfth on the list, out of all thirteen categories. Of Dohni’s 
$30,000,000 he earned from 2014, ‘only’ $4,000,000 of that was from 
actually playing cricket. Out of the 100 sportsmen and women on the list, 
Dhoni was 98th. Only below him were Sharapova and Bolt. Now, which sports 
earn the most from endorsements? 

1. Golf. Tiger Woods (United States), $55,000,000 (89.8% of total 
earnings) 

2. Basketball. LeBron James (United States), $53,000,000 (73.3% of 
total earnings) 

3. Tennis. Roger Federer (Switzerland), $52,000,000 (92.5% of total 
earnings) 

4. Soccer. Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal), $28,000,000 (35% of total 
earnings) 

5. CRICKET. MS DHONI (INDIA), $26,000,000 (86.7% OF TOTAL 
EARNINGS) 

 
This list is interesting, in comparison to the last one. Other than the trivial 
cases of Dhoni, Bolt, and Scott, Cristiano Ronaldo is the only player on the list 
to be the top of his sport in both categories. 



It would also be a good time to show some pie charts of the athletes on the list, 
broken down by sport, country and gender: 

 
 
I think it’s time to award the most under-endorsed athlete of all-time: Floyd 
Mayweather of the United States! He earns nine figures a year, and not a 
single cent of it is from sponsorship. I asked my dad about this, and his theory 
is that it’s because companies aren’t very willing to leap in and sponsor boxers, 
for fear of being promoted as violent. 
And, by the same measure, Usain Bolt is the most over-endorsed athlete ever. 
He only earns around $200,000 from race winnings a year, but he earns over 
$20,000,000 from sponsorship. You can’t really blame him for it, though. 
There isn’t much money in athletics. 
And now, back to the original question. How does cricket pay stack up against 
the higher echelons of other sports? It comes in at around the middle of the 
road, behind big sports like American football, basketball, soccer, and tennis, 
but ahead of things like track and field and NASCAR. And, much better than 
pitiful Aussie Rules, which the top players only earn around $600,000, with 
the peak higher than a million.  

Which Has A Bigger Reach, The Cricket 
or The Soccer World Cup? 

It is an oft-told fact that soccer is the most popular sport in the world. Well, in 
that case, cricket is definitely second (although, to be honest, India does give it 
a bit of a boost). The question remains: does the cricket or the soccer World 
Cup represent more of the world? To work that out, I summed up the total 
population of every country that was at either the 2015 World Cup or the 2014 
FIFA World Cup. (Fun fact: Australia and England where the only countries at 
both. England won the soccer15, but we won the cricket). The sum ends up 
looking like this: 

 CRICKET: Afghanistan (30,550,000) + Australia (23,130,000) + 
Bangladesh (156,600,000)+ England/Wales (56,074,000) + India 
(1,252,000,000) + Ireland/Northern Ireland (6,406,000) + New 
Zealand (4,471,000) + Pakistan (182,100,000) + Scotland (5,295,000) 

                                                 
15 Well, arguably. England earned a point at the World Cup, due to a 0-0 draw with Costa Rica in the second round. 
However, by that time, Costa Rica were just about certainties to qualify. Australia, on the other hand, came up against 
both finalists from the 2010 FIFA World Cup and dark horse Chile. We played very well against Chile and almost beat 
the Netherlands, but then fell to pieces against Spain. We did score more goals than England, but they just had a 
better defence. And besides, they’re England. 



+ South Africa (52,980,000) + Sri Lanka (20,480,000) + United Arab 
Emirates (9,346,000) + West Indies (39,969,613)16 + Zimbabwe 
(14,150,000) = 1,853,551,613. 

 SOCCER: Australia (23,130,000) + Iran (77,450,000) + Japan 
(127,300,000) + South Korea (50,220,000) + Algeria (39,210,000) + 
Cameroon (22,250,000) + Ghana (25,900,000) + Côte d’Ivorie 
(20,320,000) + Nigeria (173,600,000) + Costa Rica (4,872,000) + 
Honduras (8,098,000) + Mexico (122,300,000) + United States 
(318,900,000) + Argentina (41,450,000) + Brazil (200,400,000) + 
Chile (17,620,000) + Colombia (48,320,000) + Ecuador (15,740,000) 
+ Uruguay (3,407,000) + Belgium (11,200,000) + Bosnia-Herzegovina 
(3,829,000) + Croatia (4,253,000) + England (53,010,000) + France 
(66,030,000) + Germany (80,620,000) + Greece (11,030,000) + Italy 
(59,830,000) + Netherlands (16,800,000) + Portugal (10,460,000) + 
Russia (143,500,000) + Spain (47,270,000) + Switzerland (8,081,000) 
= 1,856,670,000. 

 
Dear God, I didn’t expect it to be this close. It’s three million in a population of 
seven billion. Just 0.16% more to soccer than to cricket. That’s unbelievable. 
 
But…both tournaments have qualifying! The 2014 Cricket World Cup Qualifier 
was held in New Zealand, and featured teams such as the Netherlands, 
Namibia, Canada, Papua New Guinea, and Nepal. This included teams from 
the ICC World Cricket League’s top three divisions, but the pyramid goes all 
the way down to Division Eight, and all of these teams have chances to make 
the World Cup. So, the total population of countries that can make the Cricket 
World Cup is… 

 Countries that did make the Cricket World Cup (1,853,551,613) 

 + Countries from the Qualifier (178,502,000) 

 + Countries from Division 2 (65,024) 

 + Countries from Division 3 (382,362,000) 

 + Countries from Division 4 (89,983,000) 

 + Countries from Division 5 (42,905,972) 

 + Countries from Division 6 (177,850,065) 

 + Countries from Division 7 (215,025,000) 

 + Countries from Division 8 (16,492,796) 

 = 2,957,187,470. 
 
Not bad, ICC, not bad at all. Almost three billion people around the world 
have the chance that their nation could be at the Cricket World Cup. But then, 
when FIFA comes to town, you get put to shame. 
 
The 2018 FIFA World Cup Qualifying started on March 12, 2015, with a match 
between Timor-Leste and Mongolia. Including Russia, who automatically 
qualifies as hosts, there are 208 countries competing, from Afghanistan to 
Zambia.17 Out of a world population of 7,311,858,123 people at the time I 

                                                 
16 This is the population of the Caribbean with Guyana added in. 
17 Zimbabwe, who would be last, are barred from competing as the failed to pay their former coach a 

severance fee. They intend to appeal. 



wrote that sentence, only a few areas of the world don’t have the chance to 
watch their heroes live at the biggest stage: Micronesia, Kiribati, the Marshall 
Islands, Monaco, Nauru, Palau, Tuvalu and the Vatican City aren’t FIFA 
members, the Åland Islands, Greenland, and a few United Kingdom territories 
aren’t internationally recongnised, and Zimbabwe has been barred from 
qualifying for the 2018 World Cup. That means that a grand total of 
7,297,037,576 people on earth have the opportunity to get seriously 
involved, along with the rest of their nation, in the FIFA World Cup. It truly is 
the greatest sports tournament on earth, and with a potential audience 147% 
greater than that of the ICC’s tournament, they can dominate the world 
commercially as well. Good job, FIFA. Good job. 
 

Has Anyone Made The Single-Double-
Triple? 

If they have, it’ll be awesome. 
The Single-Double-Triple is having scored a T20I century, a ODI double 
century and a Test triple century. Firstly, we’ll start with the one with the 
most: Test triple centuries. The list of people who have scored Test 300s are: 

 Brian Lara (West Indies)** 

 Matthew Hayden (Australia) 

 Mahela Jayawardene (Sri Lanka) 

 Garfield Sobers (West Indies) 

 Les Hutton (England) 

 Sanath Jayasuriya (Sri Lanka) 

 Hanif Mohammad (Pakistan) 

 Walter Hammond (England) 

 Mark Taylor (Australia) 

 Don Bradman (Australia)** 

 Graham Gooch (England) 

 Chris Gayle (West Indies)** 

 Michael Clarke (Australia) 

 Inzamam-ul-Haq (Pakistan) 

 Andy Sandham (England) 

 Virender Sehwag (India)** 

 Kumar Sangakarra (Sri Lanka) 

 Younis Khan (Pakistan) 

 Hashim Amla (South Africa) 

 Bob Simpson (Australia) 

 John Edrich (England) 

 Rod Cowper (Australia) 

 Lawrence Rowe (West Indies) 

 Brendon McCullum (New Zealand) 
 
The next rarest is getting a Twenty20 century, although getting more common 
all the time. The ones in bold were also on the Test list. The list for this is: 

 Aaron Finch (Australia) 

 Brendon McCullum (New Zealand)** 



 Faf du Plessis (South Africa) 

 Richard Levi (South Africa) 

 Chris Gayle (West Indies) 

 Alex Hales (England 

 Morne van Wyk (South Africa) 

 Ahmed Shehzad (Pakistan) 

 Tillikaratne Dilshan (Sri Lanka) 

 Martin Guptill (New Zealand) 

 Suresh Raina (India) 

 Mahela Jayawardene (Sri Lanka) 

 Richie Berrington (Scotland) 
 
So, that leaves Jayawardene, Gayle, and McCullum. And, for the one-day 
double century… 

 Rohit Sharma (India)** 

 Martin Guptill (New Zealand) 

 Virender Sehwag (India) 

 CHRIS GAYLE (WEST INDIES) 

 Sachin Tendulkar (India) 
 
Congratulations Chris Gayle! That has to make him one of the most awesome 
cricketers of all time. From now on, he will be referred to as The Special One 
in this book. Honourable mentions go to Brendon McCullum, Mahela 
Jayawardene, Martin Guptill and Virender Sehwag, who’ve achieved it in two 
categories. 
 
That is a bit disappointing, though. Only one? Surely there should be more! 
We’ll look through domestic cricket to add another layer to our search. 
Although, there is one caveat: our first class cricket games have to go up to 
350. Not because I’m slandering first class, because ESPN Cricinfo’s 
database18 only goes down to 350. Those who’ve scored 350 in a first class 
match are: 

 Brian Lara*** 

 Hanif Mohammad 

 Don Bradman*** 

 Bhausaheb Nimbalkar 

 Bill Ponsford*** 

 Aftab Baloch 

 Archie MacLaren 

 Graham Hick 

 Naved Latif 

 Stephen Cook 

 Bert Sutcliffe 

 Charles Gregory 

 Matthew Hayden 

 Sanjay Manjrekar 

                                                 
18 Or at least, the one that’s open to the public. 



 Mahela Jayawardene 

 Neil Fairbrother 

 Maturi Sridhar 

 Clem Hill 

 Garfield Sobers 

 Les Hutton 

 Vijay Merchant 

 Bob Simpson 

 Bobby Abel 

 Barry Richards 

 Rod Marsh 

 Bert Sutcliffe 

 VVS Laxman 

 Cheteshwar Pujara 

 Kithuruwan Vithanage 
 
List A (the fancy term for domestic one-dayers): 

 Ali Brown** 

 Rohit Sharma** 

 Shikhar Dhawan 

 Martin Guptill 

 Ben Dunk 

 Graham Pollock 

 Jamie How 

 Virender Sehwag 

 Chris Gayle 

 Mohammad Ali 

 Alvin Kallicharran 

 Khalid Latif 

 Alan Barrow 

 Phil Hughes 

 Ravi Bopara 

 Vince Wells 
 
Well, even with 350+ scores in domestic cricket added in, no-one adds on to 
this list…except Virender Sehwag, and his stat list is much, much cooler than 
Gayle’s. He scored 319 in a Test match (as mentioned above), 219 in a ODI 
(also, as mentioned), and in an IPL game, he scored 119. Now that is amazing. 

77 Runs In an Over: The True Story 
The scene: Christchurch, New Zealand, February 1990. Wellington v 
Canterbury. Canterbury is 196-8 after the 57th over. The next over is going to 
be the second last one of the match. It looks like it’ll end up a draw. 
John Morrison, the Wellington coach, hatches a plan with captain and keeper 
Erv McSweeney. They hook in Bert Vance, at the time 34 and a former New 
Zealand batsman. The plan is just about the dumbest you could think of. 
Wellington is going for the win. To do that, they’ll attempt to give Canterbury 
easy shots, so they’ll throw away their last two wickets. They wouldn’t do that, 



however, since they just had to hang on to the score. The solution…bowl lots of 
no balls. 
Vance comes in to bowl, and bowls a full toss from six inches over the line, 
which is sent blocked. No-ball. The next ball is legitimate, but is dispatched for 
four. The next is a no-ball, also sent for four. Ditto the next. 
The scorecard for the over ends up looking something like this: 
0nb, 4, 4nb, 4nb, 6nb, 6nb, 4nb, 6nb, 1nb, 4nb, 1nb, 0nb, 6nb, 6nb, 6nb, 6nb, 
6nb, 0, 0, 4nb, 0, 1 
The umpire stopped the over early, presumably to give the scorekeepers time 
to figure out what had happened19. Evan Gray bowled the final over, and 
Canterbury needed 18. The thing was, no-one had any idea of that, and when 
Lee Germon had scored 17 off the first five, everyone was completely oblivious 
to the fact that they needed just one run to win! Fortunately, it was 
blocked. Wellington got away with the draw, and due to some fortunate 
results, won the championship. However, certainly not a strategy to be 
repeated again. 

Other Awesome Stuff20 
 Statscrunch (http://www.statscrunch.wordpress.com/): Well, of 

course I’m going to promote this, I made it! 

 Soccernomics (Simon Kuper and Stefan Szymanski): This is probably 
the greatest sports book I have ever read. Simon Kuper and Stefan 
Szymanski have written a book about soccer which answers so many 
questions, it’s almost an encyclopaedia 

 ESPN Cricinfo (http://www.espncricinfo.com/): In a book about 
cricket, it would be lunacy not to mention this. The bible of cricket 
online, with all sorts of incredible statistics, news, a brilliant live 
coverage of everything, and so much more. 

 Dennis Does Cricket (http://dennisdoescricket.com/): An absolute 
legend. Dennis Freedman, who lives nearby in Menzies Creek (in fact, I 
could probably go visit him one day), writes articles at least five times a 
week about cricket, most of them are making fun of England, which is 
always wanted and good. He also has a podcast, Can’t Bowl Can’t 
Throw21, which is heard in 183 countries, according to Dennis. 
Awesome. 

                                                 
19 Or he lost count. 
20 In fact, all of this stuff is probably much better than mine. 
21 Named after Joe the Cameraman’s outburst in 1999 about Scott Muller. An explanation: in the 1999 

Hobart Test against Pakistan, Scott Muller, an Aussie cricketer, had a wayward throw from the deep, 

and the words, “He can’t bowl, and he can’t throw” appeared. The original accused was Shane Warne 

(which wouldn’t really be a surprise), but cameraman Joe Previta was forced to confess it. Dennis 

named his podcast after this, and an award given out each week was named the Scott Muller Award, 

for impressive achievements that people immediately realise aren’t that impressive. It’s given to 

English cricketers a lot.  
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